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Hello Tigers!  

 
Happy St. Patrick’s Day Tigers. Shadow Lake has been a bit lonely without our Tigers here filling the air with laughter and 
joy.  But I’m happy that everyone is home practicing social distancing as we work together to ensure everyone in our 
community stays as safe and healthy as possible. Soon, our district office will be sending out information about learning 
connections. This is a resource our teaching and learning department is working on that families can access to help 
sustain learning at home. In the meantime, here are some things you can be doing to maintain skills that Mr. Gere, from 
Cedar River Elementary School, shared with me today: 
 

1. Practice reading every day for 30-45 minutes. Follow this by writing about what you’ve read. If it’s a story, write 
about what happened in the beginning, middle, and end of the story (or the part that you read if it’s a chapter 
book). For older students, in addition to summarizing the story, ask yourself questions about the main idea, the 
message the author wants readers to learn, and any interesting character attributes and setting descriptions. If 
it’s nonfiction, write about several facts you learned from the book. Also, there are several wonderful articles 
and resources you can find online about various topics that interest you. Make a list of possible topics to read 
about.  
 

2. Keep a journal to practice your writing every day. You can write stories about your experiences, try your hand 
at some poetry, create a “How To” book, or write about one of the exciting topics you read about. You might 
even follow that up by making a poster/picture/graph to go with the topic and videotape yourself presenting 
that topic. If you do, you might consider posting your video on the SLES PTA Facebook page so that others can 

experience some of what you’ve learned! If you decide to do that, here is the link:  SHADOW LAKE PTA PAGE 

 
3. Practice manipulating numbers. For example, you might come up with as many ways as you can to make the 

biggest number you can think of. If it’s the number 7, you might see how many expressions you can come up 
with to make 7 using all the operations you know (4+3, 2+5, 10-3, etc…). For older students, increase the 
complexity by using bigger numbers, multiple operations, and whole and partial numbers. Another idea is to 
make up some single and multi-step math story problems then solve them. Have your parents check your work. 

 
If someone you know is experiencing a need that you can help with, consider 
reaching out by telephone. Some of the resources in our community that you can 
refer to include the Maple Valley Food Bank and Backpack Buddies. Other possible 
needs that might surface include childcare or simply sharing supplies that you might 
have an abundance of that are now challenging to find. I’m so proud of the 
thoughtfulness and generosity of our whole Tahoma community.  
 
Finally, I want to get our whole caring community participating in Tiger Fridays.    

Each Friday, I encourage everyone to wear their Shadow Lake Tiger gear….including our newest spirit shirts from the Fun 
Run!  Post a picture to the Shadow Lake PTA page of what you are up to in your Tiger gear.  It’s a great day to be a Tiger!  
Let’s show our school spirit while we are away from school.  I miss each of you and look forward to seeing your pictures. 
Feel free to drop me a note too at smitchel@tahomasd.us. I would love to hear from you.   

 
With Tiger Pride,  
 
Scott Mitchell 
Interim Principal 
Shadow Lake Elementary School 

Our Mission:  Together, provide the tools and experiences every student needs to 
create an individual, viable and valued path to lifelong personal success. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1591412877800821/
https://maplevalleyfoodbank.org/get-help/
https://backpackbuddiesofmaplevalley.org/
mailto:smitchel@tahomasd.us

